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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1.1 Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Applicant discloses the use of buffered fiber, which is generally construed to be a single 
optical fiber with a buffer tube of protective material. An optical fiber cable may contain a 
plurality of optical fibers all with their own individual buffer tubes. While applicant can be 
his own lexicographer, applicants disclosure is unclear as to the definition to be applied to 
the term "buffered fiber." Applicant appears to try and use the term to mean a cable with a 
plurality of fibers, but examiner is uncertain of this. Therefore, the limitation in Claim 1 
relating to "buffered fiber to be subdivided into at least two strands" has not been given 
patentable weight Appropriate correction is required. 

1.2 Claims 3 and 4 have limitations relating to circuits. The disclosure is not specific as to the 
definition of circuit. Does applicant mean each circuit is a different piece of telecom 
equipment that may have multiple fibers that need to be routed through the applicants 
disclosed distribution system, or is each circuit one single optical fiber that is routed to its 
related optical termination point? Applicant is requested to clarify this point. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 

2.1 The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2.2 Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US-5402515 to 
Vidacovich. 

2.3 Regarding Claim 1, Vidacovich specifically discloses a fiber distribution system comprising: 

1) a module [Fig. 2, #14]; 

2) at least one receiving device [Fig. 2, #22]; 

3) which receives at least two cassettes [Fig. 2, #24]; 

4) a cassette being formed with at least one coupling element [Fig.3, #30]; 
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5) comprising at least one optical fiber, a cassette being able to receive a strand with 
excess length, the at least one optical fiber being able to be connected to the 
coupling element and the cassette with the received strand being connected in a non- 
permanent manner to the receiving device. 
[Col. 2, Lines 61-68, Col. 3, Lines 1-30.] 

2.4 Regarding Claim 2, Vidacovich specifically discloses a fiber distribution system wherein: 

1) the cassette is formed with at least one guide element, the guide element defining 
at least one path for receiving at least one strand and a minimum radius of curvature 
of the path being greater than a minimum-permissible bending radius of the strand. 
[Fig. 3,4, #82, 57.] 

2.5 Regarding Claim 3, Vidacovich specifically discloses a fiber distribution system wherein: 

1) the optical fibers of a strand can be assigned to a circuit or circuits dependent on 
one another. [Col. 3, Lines 1-2.] 

2.6 Regarding Claim 4, Vidacovich specifically discloses a fiber distribution system wherein: 

1) the cassettes are formed as single-fiber cassettes, to which a circuit can be 
assigned. 

The MPEP § 2131.03 Anticipation of Ranges, § II, states, "When the prior art discloses a 
range which touches, overlaps or is within the claimed range, but no specific examples falling 
within the claimed range are disclosed, a case by case determination must be made as to 
anticipation. In order to anticipate the claims, the claimed subject matter must be disclosed 
in the reference with "sufficient specificity to constitute an anticipation under the statute." 
In the instant case, Vidacovich discloses a fiber storage cassette tray that is capable of 
handling fibers from multiple circuits/ equipment. This range encompasses a single fiber 
cassette tray and thus constitutes anticipation under the statute. 

2.7 Regarding Claim 5, Vidacovich specifically discloses a fiber distribution system wherein: 

1) the coupling element of the cassette can be connected to an optical fiber 
element which is formed with a plug-in contact, at least at an end remote from the 
coupling element, it being possible by means of the coupling element to connect the 
optical fiber element to at least one optical fiber of the strand. 
[Fig. 3, #28, 30, 58, 60, 62, Col 4, Lines 60-68, Col. 5, Lines 1-5,] 
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2.8 Regarding Claim 6, Vidacovich specifically discloses a fiber distribution system wherein: 

1) the coupling element is formed as a splicing element. 
[Col, 2, Lines 65-66.] 

2.9 Regarding Claim 7, Vidacovich specifically discloses a fiber distribution system wherein: 

1) the receiving device comprises at least one guide rail that can be firmly connected 
to the module. 

[Fig. 2, wherein the module (#14) has a receiving device (#22) which has a guide rail 
(not numbered) which slides into cassette (#24) pivot attachment point (#38) which 
has a pin or screw (#36) through both the attachment point and rail for securing and 
pivoting means.] 

2.10 Regarding Claim 8, Vidacovich specifically discloses a fiber distribution system wherein: 

1) the receiving device is formed with a pivoting mechanism. 

[Fig. 2, wherein the module (#14) has a receiving device (#22) which has a guide rail 
(not numbered) which slides into cassette (#24) pivot attachment point (#38) which 
has a pin or screw (#36) through both the attachment point and rail for securing and 
pivoting means.] 

Claim Refections - 35 USC§ 103 

3.1 The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made, 

3.2 Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US-5402515 to 
Vidacovich as applied to claim 8 above, and further in view of US-5787219 to Mueller et al. 
Vidacovich discloses the invention as claimed, however, Vidacovich does not specifically 
disclose a fiber distribution system wherein: 
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1) the pivoting mechanism is formed with at least one spindle and the cassette is 

formed with a complementary groove. 
Mueller discloses a cable closure for receiving fiber optic splices that has a hinged cover 
assembly utilizing a spindle with complementary groove that makes the cover operable as an 
opening and closing device as weU as removable. 
[MueUer at Fig. 5, 6 #5C, 15, Col. 6, Lines 53-59.] 

Since both Mueller and Vidacovich are from the same field of endeavor, the hinge of 
Mueller would have been recognized in the pertinent art of Vidacovich. 
It would have been obvious to one who was skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have made the fiber cassette tray of Vidacovich with a spindle/groove hinge 
attachment means of Mueller in order to provide a cassette tray which can be swung open 
and removed if necessary in order to provide easier operator access to components. 
[Mueller at Col 2, lines 1-5,] 
3.3 Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US-5402515 to 
Vidacovich and further in view of US-4697874 to Nozick. 

The combination of Vidacovich and Mueller disclose all of the limitations of the base claims 
upon which Claim 10 depends. 

Vidacovich does not specifically disclose a fiber distribution system wherein: 

1) the receiving device comprises a knurled screw. 
Nozick discloses a distribution frame for optical fibers that has drums for storage of optical 
fiber that is connected to the duct with a knurled nut in order to make the device suitable for 
tightening by hand. [Fig. 2, #20, Col. 3, Lines 45-55.] 

Since both Nozick and Vidacovich are from the same field of endeavor, the knurled nut of 
Nozick would have been recognized in the pertinent art of Vidacovich. 
It would have been obvious to one who was skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have made the fiber cassette tray of Vidacovich with a knurled screw/nut in order 
to make the tightening screw easily adjustable by hand. [Nozick at Col. 3, Lines 45-55.] 
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Conclusion 

4.1 The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

1) US-5247603 to Vidacovich 

2) US- 5511144 to Hawkins. 

3) US-5778131 to LleweUyn. 

4) US-5212761 to Petrunia. 

4.2 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Guy G. Anderson whose telephone number is 571.272.8045. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 1130-2200. 

4.3 If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Frank Font can be reached on 571.272.2415. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

4.4 Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA 
OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

4.5 Date and signature of assistant examiner. 





Frank G. Font 

Tniv R omfs Supervisory PatentExamlner 

July 8, 2006 Technology Center 2800 



